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Enter The Green Garvey
If it's the truth you seek in educating yourself about 
our environment and the choices we, in the graphic 
communication industry, need to make, then The Green 
Garvey is here to help. Our new superhero will cut through 
the clutter and mixed messages that you run into every day. 

The Green Garvey is a unique approach to seeking out the 
environmental truths from trumped-up fiction. He will guide 
you through the slippery slope often laid out by companies 
wanting to create a message rather than deliver the truth. The 
Green Garvey slashes through the Green Washing tides and 
delivers a clear concise message for all our customers.

Ask Mr. Green Jeans
Q: What are UV inks and why are they better for the 
environment?

A: The reason UV inks are more environmentally friendly 
compared to conventional inks lies within the curing or 
drying process. Conventional inks are petroleum based 
and once they're applied to a substrate the curing process 
begins emitting VOCs (volatile organic compounds), into the 
atmosphere. A VOC is defined as any compound of carbon 
which participates in atmospheric photochemical reactions, 
also known as a greenhouse gas. VOC's are known to cause 
problems with humans as well as other life on the planet.

UV Inks are a non-solvent based ink that contain monomers 
and oligomers, small carbon-based molecules that have 
the capacity to switch from a liquid to a solid instantly. To 
make the switch, these inks contain highly light-sensitive 
components called photoinitiators, which cure within 
seconds after being exposed to UV light. Since UV inks do 
not contain any petroleum solvents, they never emit any 
VOCs before or after application.

Have a question? Send your questions along with your name, 
location and business to: 

› greenjeans@thegarveygroup.com

1. Materials or finished prod-
ucts that have served their 
intended use and have been 
diverted or recovered from 
waste destined for disposal, 
having completed their lives 
as consumer items.

2. Meeting the needs of the 
present without compro-
mising the ability of future 
generations to meet their 
own needs.

3. Any compound of carbon, 
excluding carbon monoxide, 
carbon dioxide, carbonic 
acid, metallic carbides or 
carbonates, and ammonium 
carbonate, which participates 
in atmospheric photochemi-
cal reactions.

4. A system by which materi-
als are maintained in closed 
loops to maximize material 
value without damaging eco-
systems. 
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